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getting into Cadiz," and the course of the " Victory/7 for this purpose, was changed a little to the northward.
After this, towards eleven o'clock, Nelson went below to the cabin. It was his habit, when an engagement was expected, to have all the bulkheads1 upon the fighting decks taken down, and those of his own apartments doubtless had been removed at least as soon as the enemy's sailing was signalled; but it was possible to obtain some degree of privacy by hanging screens, which could be hurried out of the way at the last moment. The " Victory " did not come under fire till 12.30, so that at eleven she would yet be three miles or more distant from the enemy,2 and screens could still remain. Shortly after he entered, the signal-lieutenant, who had been by his side all the morning, followed hiin, partly to make an official report, partly to prefer a personal request. He was the ranking lieutenant on board, but had not been permitted to exercise the duties of first lieutenant, because Nelson some time before, to avoid constant changes in that important station, had ordered that the person then occupying it should so continue, notwithstanding the seniority of any who might afterwards join. Now that battle was at hand, the oldest in rank wished to claim the position, and to gain the reward that it insured after a victory, — a request natural and not improper, but more suited for the retirement of the cabin than for the publicity of the deck.
Whatever the original injustice, — or rather hardship, — it is scarcely likely, remembering the refusal encountered by Blackwood, that Nelson would have consented now to deprive of his " birthright" the man who so far had been doing the work; but the petition was never preferred. Entering the cabin, the officer paused at the threshold, for Nelson was on his knees writing. The words, the last tbat he ever penned, were written in the private diary he habitually kept, in which were noted observations and reflections upon passing occurrences, mingled with occasional self-com-munings. They followed now, without break of space, or paragraph, upon the last incident recorded — " At seven the enemy wearing in succession " — and they ran thus: —
"May the  Great   God,  whom I worship,  grant  to   my 1 See ante, p. 639.            2 That is, with a one and a half knot "breeze.